
Energy and water savings. A new washer
can be friendlier to the environment and cheaper to run
than your old one. Look for a model with the Energy Star
logo to help you save on your electric bill. Next, con-
sider a high-efficiency washer. These use less water and
less detergent than a traditional washer, especially if you
use HE-compatible soap. They also spin out more water
after the rinse cycles to reduce the amount of time your
laundry needs to be in the dryer. 

Alternate cycles. Steam is a useful feature in both
washers and dryers. A steam washer uses high tempera-
tures to neutralize aller-
gens, such as dust mites,
that ordinary washing
might leave behind. In a
dryer, a steam cycle can
tumble out wrinkles and
remove odors from fab-
rics. Speaking of high temperatures, some washers’ sani-
tizing cycles use hot water or other means to kill microbes. 

Front-loading washer advantages.
Consider buying a front-loading washer instead of a
top-loader. They generally have bigger drums, so you
can wash your clothing in
fewer loads. A front-loader’s
tumbling action is gentler 
to your hand-washables
than a top-loader’s central
agitator. It’s also more com-
patible with bulky items
such as comforters. 

HOW TO BUY A

APPLIANCES

Washer & Dryer
Find A Better Way To Do Laundry

Far from a mundane task, buying a new washer and dryer is
actually an opportunity to take advantage of cool new tech-
nologies. They can get your clothes cleaner, make them last
longer, and even save you money. 

. . . you can
wash your
clothing in
fewer loads.

. . . use less water and less
detergent than a traditional
washer, especially if you use
HE-compatible soap. 

. . . tumble out
wrinkles and 
remove odors.

Sensing technologies. Smart sensors help
washers and dryers do their jobs more quickly and effec-
tively. Certain washers monitor not only the amount and
temperature of the water, but also the level of detergent
suds and the
cleanness of
your clothes.
And dryers with
moisture sensors
turn off when your clothes are dry, not on a timer. This
means you’ll never have to add another 10 or 20 minutes
because your clothes are still wet, and you won’t waste
energy by letting your dryer run longer than necessary. 

. . . you won’t
waste energy . . .
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