
FEATURECLEANING ESSENTIALS

Products bearing the Energy Star label offer numerous benefits to consumers and the en-
vironment. Energy Star claims that in 2009, it helped Americans save roughly $17 billion 
on utility bills and enough energy to offset the greenhouse gas emissions that 30 million 
cars would generate. The following are benefits of Energy Star-qualified appliances.
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Energy Star claims certified clothes washers 
can cut energy usage by 30% vs. standard models. 

Less Water Wasted 

Compared to standard washing ma-
chines, Energy Star models use 50% less 
water. Noncertified models waste 17 
gallons of water per load, Energy Star 
claims. For full-sized washers, expect 
a 15-to-20-gallon savings per load. 
Noncertified dishwashers dating prior to 
1994, meanwhile, waste 10-plus gallons 
per cycle vs. Energy Star models. The 
water you’d save weekly by upgrad-
ing to an Energy Star dishwasher could 
wash three laundry loads.

Power Saved

Energy Star claims certified 
clothes washers can cut energy 
usage by 30% vs. standard mod-
els. Helping achieve the reduc-
tion are new features such as 
faster spin speeds that pull more 
water from clothes, meaning less 
drying time. As for dryers, Energy 
Star doesn’t certify them but ad-
vises that models with a moisture 
sensor can shut a dryer off auto-
matically once clothes are dry. 

Money In 
Your Pocket

You may pay more up front, but 
buying an Energy Star dish-
washer or washing machine 
typically means more long-term 
savings. A qualified clothes 
washer, for example, can save 
$70 annually on average. The 
savings over the washer’s life-
time could fund a new dryer. 
Owners of pre-1999 standard 
models fork out $135 more an-
nually vs. Energy Star models. 
A pre-1994 non-Energy Star 
dishwasher, meanwhile, costs 
$40 more annually. Upgrading 
to an Energy Star model would 
generate enough savings to buy 
detergent for a year. 

More Time & Longer-Lasting Clothes 

Overall, front-loading and newer, advanced top-loading clothes washers are gentler 
and use less water than older models with a turning agitator. Thus, clothes last lon-
ger due to less twisting and pulling. Elsewhere, some Energy Star-certified washers 
offer bigger capacities than standard models, meaning fewer loads for you to do. 
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